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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed for students who scored 345-350 on the TSI Reading
Assessment, or are complete in reading with a TSI writing score of 310-339 and an
essay score of 1-4. It is designed to enable students to integrate critical reading and
academic writing skills in order to comprehend and interact with college-level texts and
to produce college-level writing. Course includes 16 hours in lab to be arranged by the
student. This course is not for college credit. The reading TSI score will calculate
placement in this course. Corequisite: PREP 0370 and ENGL 1301. Course fee.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students successfully completing this course will be able to:

1. Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze,
and evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths.

2. Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in oral communication, reading, and
writing.

3. ldentify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts.
4. Describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts.

5. Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus,
logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the writer's
purpose.

6. Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading
and writing situations.
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7. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose,
incorporating the ideas and words of other writers in student writing using established
strategies.

8. Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating,
and developing a claim.

9. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s
ability to compose college-level writing assignments.

10. Recognize and apply the conventions of Standard English in reading and writing.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS

IRWD Writing for
Success Saylors.pdf

The Saylor Foundation, Writing for Success.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have a better understanding
of these essential reading/writing skills:

1. Apply reading skills to varied academic readings in disciplines.

2. Understand vocabulary words utilized in academic context.

3. Analyze the relationship among ideas in written material.

4. Use critical reasoning skills to evaluate the writer’s presentation of ideas.

5. Understand research techniques in the library and on the Internet.

6. Knowledge of several forms of essays and the reasons for writing such work with
concentration on effective introductions, statistics, quotes, and the implied thesis as well
as the stated thesis statement.

7. Improvement and develop competence in use of basic grammar and mechanics.

8. Understanding of and improved use of rules of standard English usage, the use of
standard paragraphing, use of title and standard college heading.

9. Ability to write a multi-paragraph essay with clear introduction, body, and conclusion.
10. Ability to read and respond critically to written texts, recognizing main ideas,
supporting details, and purpose.

COURSE POLICIES
STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS AND CLASS POLICIES

1. Respect to others at all times and responsibility are expected.

2. Any behavior that disrupts the order of the classroom or lab will be reported to
the Dean of Students for necessary action. Respect for yourself and your
classmates and personal responsibility are the two guidelines.

3. No food or drink allowed in the classroom or lab. No cell phones,
pagers, music devices, electronic games, or earbuds are allowed. No



picture, voice, or video recording is allowed without the permission of
the instructor. NO vulgar language or disrespectful behavior will be
tolerated. The student may be removed for using these devices and/or
being disrespectful, which can result in losing credit for the course.

4. Attendance Policy: Attendance is mandatory for the successful completion of
this course. The student will be responsible for regular, prompt attendance in
the scheduled Integrated Reading/Writing course, and his/her grade will
reflect any missed classes. Attendance, as well as successful completion of
virtual lab assignments, is a portion of the class grade.

5. Be on time and be prepared. Often the first ten minutes of class are the most
important. Always bring textbook and necessary materials to class.

6. Late work: Late Work is not accepted, unless prior arrangements have been
made by the student and the instructor. If late work is accepted, papers will
drop a letter grade per class meeting.

7. If the student misses a class, he/she is responsible for contacting the
instructor as soon as possible concerning the nature of the absence as well
as to find out what had been missed in class and what is due for the next
class.

8. Students are expected to check Canvas daily for assignments and
instructions.

9. Withdrawal Policy: Students are responsible for their dropping of this class to
avoid an F on their transcripts; the instructor will not drop a student.

MANUSCRIPT REGULATIONS:

All writing assignments submitted to the instructor must be typed in Word document
using 12-point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced, with 1" margins all around.
MLA style will be used for all references.

GRADING STANDARDS
Departmental guidelines for grading standards
A Papers/Essays:
¢ Follow the directions
¢ Have a clear, central purpose and manageable topic for the length of the paper
¢ Pay attention to the needs and expectations of the audience
e Have a thesis that clearly and specifically states the argument of the paper
¢ Have topic sentences that state the purpose of the paragraph, as well as support and
develop the thesis
e Have paragraphs that appropriately support and develop the topic sentence of each
paragraph
¢ Are organized logically and persuasively both at the sentence level and as a unified whole
e Use Standard English and appropriate word choice/tone
e Create correctly formatted quotations, paraphrases, parenthetical citations, and Works
Cited (if research is required)



B Papers/Essays:

¢ Follow the directions

¢ Have a clear, central purpose and manageable topic for the length of the paper

¢ Pay attention to the needs and expectations of the audience

e Have a thesis that may need slight revision to clearly and specifically state the argument of
the paper

e Have topic sentences that may need slight revision to clearly state the purpose of the
paragraph, as well as support and develop the thesis

e Have paragraphs that may need slight revision to appropriately support and develop the
topic sentence of each paragraph

e Are organized mostly logically and persuasively both at the sentence level and as a unified
whole but may need revision to improve

e Use Standard English and appropriate word choice/tone, though minor editing may be
necessary

e Have mostly correctly formatted quotations, paraphrases, parenthetical citations, and
Works Cited, though minor editing may be necessary (if research is required)

C Papers/Essays:

¢ Follow the directions

¢ Have a purpose that needs clearer focus to better achieve the assigned length of the
paper

¢ Minimally attend to the needs of the audience and need revision to be fully compelling

¢ Have a thesis that needs revision to be focused and specific enough to make a strong,
forceful argument

* Have topic sentences that need revision to support and develop the thesis explicitly and
clearly

e Have paragraphs that are underdeveloped and need revision to adequately support the
topic sentence; alternatively, the paragraphs are overdeveloped and need either cutting
down or splitting into multiple paragraphs to be easily followed

e Lack strong organization and logic in the development of an argument over the course of
the paper

¢ Need significant editing in Standard English and appropriate word choice/tone

e Have incorrectly or inconsistently formatted quotations, paraphrases, parenthetical
citations, and Works Cited (if research is required)

D Papers/Essays

¢ Inadequately follow the directions

¢ Lack a clear sense of purpose to guide a focused argument persuasively across the length
of the paper

¢ Are inattentive to the needs of the audience

¢ Have a weak thesis that fails to provide an original argument

e Have topic sentences that do not support/develop the thesis and/or fail to make a clear
statement that can be supported

e Have paragraphs that are underdeveloped and/or do not support the topic sentence;
alternatively, paragraphs are overdeveloped and do not support the topic sentence
succinctly or persuasively

e Are illogically organized with content that is irrelevant, interchangeable, or repetitive
¢ Need significant editing of Standard English and have inappropriate word choice/tone
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¢ Have incorrectly, inconsistently, or incompletely formatted quotations, paraphrases,
parenthetical citations, and Works Cited (if research is required)
¢ |s missing some of the required research

F Papers/Essays

¢ Do not follow the directions

¢ Do not meet the minimum required word or page length

¢ Use Al or grammar checkers without professor approval

e Lack a clear sense of purpose

¢ Do not attend to the needs of the audience
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Plagiarism is defined as the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any
means another’s work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one’s
own written work. A student commits plagiarism by doing any of the following:

1. Failing to acknowledge the sources of any information in a paper which is not
either common knowledge or personal knowledge. A student can acknowledge a source
through in-text citations, attribution lines, footnotes, or other forms of documentation
approved by the instructor. (Common knowledge is the basic information within a field
or discipline, as well as most historical dates and facts, and many ordinary
observations.)

2. Failing to acknowledge direct quotation either by using quotation marks or (for
longer passages) indentation. Without the quotation marks or block indentation,
passages copied directly from a source might be considered plagiarized even if followed
by an in-text citation or a footnote. The citation or footnote acknowledges that there is a
source, but it does not indicate that the writer has borrowed someone else’s exact
words. If a writer uses the language of a source, word-for word, he/she must use
quotation marks or block indentation.

3. Merely paraphrasing the original words of the source. Some students think they
can avoid a charge of plagiarism by changing a few words in each sentence they copy
or by rearranging the shape of phrases or the order of sentences in a paragraph. This is
not true. When taking notes students must be careful to put ideas in their own words or
to use direct quotations when relying on phrases directly borrowed from a source.

4. Borrowing the ideas, examples, or structure of the source without
acknowledging it. A student can be guilty of plagiarism by systematically borrowing the
ideas and organization of a source and/or by using exactly the same ideas in the same
order as they appear in the sourced article.

5. Taking, buying, or receiving a paper written by someone else and presenting it
as the one’s own.

6. Using one paper for two different courses, or re-using a paper previously
submitted for credit, without the prior approval of the instructor or instructors.

7. Submitting Al writing as one’s own. Using Al to write one’s work or to aid in writing
one’s work is strictly prohibited and will result in a zero. The only acceptable use of Al is
when the instructor has instructed students to use Al or has given approval for a specific



use of Al. Note: All Grammarly is Al. Student should not use Grammarly without
instructor agreement.

Plagiarism will result in a failing grade on that assignment. Continued
plagiarism may result in an F for the course.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
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Plagiarism will result in a failing grade on that assignment. Continued
plagiarism may result in an F for the course.

COURSE SCHEDULE

EVALUATION OF STUDENTS

DROP / WITHDRAWAL

The student is responsible for initiating a drop or withdrawal, not the instructor. Student
should check the MC College Calendar for the last day to withdraw from the course and
receive a “W.” Please talk to the instructor before withdrawing.

The instructor is not able to withdraw a student from the course after the census date.
A student wishing to withdraw must fill out the withdrawal form in MyMCPortal.

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

Midland College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
disability or age in its programs and activities. For information and inquiries regarding
Midland College’s non-discrimination policies, go to:

Midland College Title IX Information

For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit the ED.gov Office of Civil
Rights website, or call 1 (800) 421-3481.

DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES

Any student who, because of a disabling condition, may require some special
arrangements to meet course requirements should contact disabilities support services
as soon as possible at:

Midland College Accommodation Services

Conditions may include documented physical or educational disabilities. Please be
aware that services or accommodations are not automatic. Each student must request
them and secure the proper authorizations/documentation. Accessibility Links can be
found on the Pages tab in Canvas.

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
Instructor Name:
Email:
Office Location:
Office Phone:
Office Hours:
Department Chair: Dr. Christopher Brown
Division Dean, Fine Arts
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and Communications: Dr. William Feeler

Secretary: Ms. Lula Lee
Division Office: 135 AFA

Phone: 432-685-4624
Division Office hours: 8-5, Monday-Friday
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