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TECA 1303: Families, Schools, and Community 

Spring: First Eight Weeks 

Refer to Course Schedule for class dates 

Campus Location:  

Instructor:  

Email:  

Office Voice Mail Line:  

Campus Office hours:  

Office Location:  

 

Students are encouraged to contact the instructor at any time; however, making an appointment 

will guarantee the instructor’s availability at a specific time. 

Course Description: 

A study of the child, family, community, and schools, including parent education and 

involvement, family and community lifestyles, child abuse, and current family life issues.  

Course content must be aligned as applicable WITH State Board for Educator Certification 

Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities standards and coincide with the National Association 

for the Education of Young Children position statement related to developmentally appropriate 

practices for children from birth through age eight.  Requires students to participate in field 

experiences with children from infancy through age 12 in a variety of settings with varied and 

diverse populations.  The course includes a minimum of 16 hours of field experiences.   

***Notice Statement for Online Students*** 

Students enrolled in online courses MUST log in and actively participate by completing academic 

assignments required by the instructor by the official census date. Students who log in but do not 

actively participate in an academically-related activity will be reported as Never Attended and 

dropped from the course. 

 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: At the conclusion of this course, the student should be 

able to: 

1. Identify characteristics and issues relating to diverse cultures and caregiving lifestyles.  

2. Analyze ways in which factors in the home and community (e.g. parent expectations, availability 

of community resources, community issues) impact learning, including an awareness of social 

and cultural factors to enhance development and learning.  

3. Identify and apply strategies to maintain positive, collaborative relationships with diverse families 
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(e.g. families with children with disabilities, poverty, single-parent, cultural, homelessness, dual-

language learners).  

4. Investigate community/educational resources (e.g. dentist on wheels, library programs, GED 

programs, family education programs, Early Childhood Intervention Strategies) to empower 

families to support children’s development.  

5. Recognize signs of abuse and neglect and describe ways to work effectively with abused and 

neglected children and their families.  

6. Explain the importance of family involvement/home-school relationships in education.  

7. Explain the importance of maintaining codes of ethical conduct and legal issues when working 

with families, colleagues, and community professionals. 

 

Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR): 

 

Code of Ethics for Early Childhood Educators 

 

Professional Dispositions for Educators  

 

The Midland College (MC) Education Department focuses on preparing educators who respect 

differences, celebrate diversity, and demonstrate the requisite skills, knowledge, and dispositions 

expected of a professional in fostering student-centered learning environments. Dispositions are 

a vital component of teacher preparation and are defined as the “professional attitudes, values, 

and beliefs demonstrated through both verbal and non-verbal behaviors as educators interact with 

students, families, colleagues, and communities.” (InTASC Model Core Teaching Standards and 

Learning Progressions for Teachers (2013), p.6). Prospective educators are expected to develop 

and practice these attitudes, values, and beliefs throughout their preparation. 

 

Ethics 

 

It is expected that MC education students will abide by the Code of Ethics and Standard 

Practices for Texas Educators (19 TAC Chapter 247) and as outlined in Domain IV: Fulfilling 

Professional Roles and Responsibilities of the Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities (PPR) 

Texas Examination of Educator Standards (TExES). 
 

The Helen L. Greathouse Children’s Center, located at Midland College, is designated as the 

primary laboratory site for the completion of lab hours, observations and assignments, as 

specified by the instructor.  The Midland College Child Care Center located at Manor Park, Inc., 

or other sites may be used upon instructor’s approval prior to the completion of assignments. 

 Resources:  

• NAEYC  

• ECLKC 

• Textbook: Children, Families, Schools, and Community 

 

Course Communications   

 

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/PPr%20EC-12%20Standards.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/2024_code_of_ethics_for_early_childhood_educators_final_3.pdf
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/sbecrules/tac/chapter247/index.html
https://www.naeyc.org/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/
https://oercommons.org/courses/children-families-schools-and-communities
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MC provides each student an email account to be used in communication with college personnel. 

This is the default e-mail used in Canvas unless changed by the student. Students are responsible 

for checking their e-mail, Canvas messaging, and announcements. *Please use email (not 

Canvas messaging) to contact the instructor. 

 

The instructor will provide feedback on assignment submissions.  Students are responsible 

for reviewing instructor feedback.  

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND CLASS POLICIES: 
 

• Attend class regularly and participate in class discussions.  

• Login to the online course component and complete assignments as directed. 

• All virtual class meetings require that students have their video on so that the instructor can 

see the students’ faces. 

• You will be expected to complete all reading assignments (Canvas modules) outside of class 

and prior to the class date where we will be discussing the module. 

• Complete all projects, assignments, and required field experience hours by the specified due 

dates. 

• All field experience hours must be complete to successfully pass this course. 

• Turn off cell phones/beepers during class.  If your cell phone is necessary for emergencies, 

tell the professor in advance; Do not use your cell phone during class without permission 

from the instructor; No audio or video recording of the class is allowed without permission 

from the instructor. 

• Contact the instructor in the event of an emergency. 

• Follow guidelines pertaining to standards of scholastic conduct.  Students are bound by the 

Midland College standards of academic conduct and ethical behavior found in the 2024-2025 

Midland College Catalog & Handbook.  Failure to follow these guidelines can result in 

failure of the assignment, failure of the course, or suspension or dismissal from Midland 

College.  After reading the policy, students are advised to consult with the instructor if there 

are any questions or concerns. 

Learner Interaction and Engagement 

You must successfully complete the mandatory field experience hours. 

Component to pass this course.  Failure to complete the required field experience hours will 

result in failure of the course --- Regardless of your coursework grade. Refer to the FEX manual 

for all requirements for field experiences. 

Successful completion of the field experience includes: 

• Requires students to participate in field experiences with children from infancy through 

age 12 in a variety of settings with varied and diverse populations.  The course includes a 

minimum of 16 hours of field experiences.  You will have lab/observation reports for 

these.  

Observation Requirements: 

http://catalog.midland.edu/
http://catalog.midland.edu/
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State law requires a background check for all individuals who work, volunteer, or have contact 

with children in a public school. You must complete and return the required school district forms 

granting permission for a criminal history background check if you choose to observe in a public 

school.  All licensed childcare centers will require background checks as well. You will 

coordinate with the childcare center you will be observing at to complete a background check.   

You will not be able to schedule your field experience observations until all paperwork is 

submitted and the background check is completed. 

 

Once you are approved to observe, you are responsible for scheduling appointments to observe.  

You will be required to follow all childcare center and/or school district regulations and 

guidelines.  
 

COURSE EVALUATION SUMMARY 

 

Assignment Points Objectives 

Discussion Posts 10 pts each 1, 2 

Family Interview 50 pts 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 

Individual Culture 50 pts 1, 2,  

Parent Interview form 50 pts 1, 2, 3 

Parent Teacher Conference 

Agenda 

50 pts 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 

Family Engagement Plan 50 pts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Community Resource project 100 pts 4 

Lab Report 50 pts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

Attendance 100 PTS  

TOTAL PTS possible  

 

Assignment Format:  Any assignment submitted via the Canvas assignments tool or as an 

attachment will need to be in either a.docx or .doc format, unless otherwise specified. The 

student is responsible for ensuring that any assignment submitted is compatible and 

capable of being read in Canvas or with MS Word 2007 or later. Assignments which cannot 

be opened or are “unreadable” will not be accepted and will receive a grade of “0”. 

My intent is to complete grading within 7 days of assignments’ due dates, however if anyone has 

not completed their assignments, I will postpone grading until MOST students have submitted.  

It is also sometimes not possible to complete grading within 7 days due to the volume of 

assignments in this course.  I will do my best to return assignments as quickly as possible.  

Please be sure to read all comments included with your grade to aid you in improving future 

assignments.  When responding to comments in your graded assignments, please message me 

through email, not the assignment or Canvas messaging.  
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GRADE DISTRIBUTION CHART 

 

 percentage 

A 90-100 

B  80-89 

C  70-79 

D  60-69 

F  59 and below 

 

Course Technology  

 

Courses are web-enhanced. Consistent with the State of Texas Standards for Texas Teachers and 

International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE), this course will emphasize 

“Technology Applications Standards I-IV. See Educator Standards for Technology Applications. 

Students should be able to: 

 

• Use Canvas Management System 

• Create Word and PowerPoint files using Microsoft Office Software  

• Use email with attachments 

• Use of appropriate antivirus utilities 

• Have access to a media player  

 

Minimum Technical Skills:  To successful complete the online component of this course, 

students must be able to log in and use the Canvas Learning Management System, navigate 

and search the internet, use email, use video and audio features, attach and upload 

documents, download and save files, and have access to and use Microsoft Word and 

PowerPoint.  

• Microsoft Office 365 is a useful tool to complete assignments, including PowerPoints and 

word documents. Students may download Office 365 here. 

• All interactions with other students and the instructor should be professional and 

courteous. See Core Rules of Netiquette. 

• For technical support with Canvas click on the help button in the Canvas course and submit a 

ticket. For all other technical support, please contact the IT Help Desk @ 432-685-4788 or email 

them at help@midland.edu. 
 

Title IX: Non-Discrimination Statement 

 

Midland College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, gender, 

disability or age in its programs and activities. Midland College also prohibits retaliation against 

any person opposing discrimination or participating in any discrimination investigation or 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5938&menu_id=2147483671&menu_id2=794
https://midland.edu/audiences/current-students/office365.php
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
mailto:help@midland.edu
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complaint process internally or externally. Reports of misconduct, questions regarding Title IX, 

and concerns about noncompliance should be directed to the Title IX Coordinator.  

 

For a complete copy of the policy or for more information, please contact the Title IX 

Coordinator: 

Mechelle Jones 

Director Student Support Services & Title IX Coordinator 

3600 N. Garfield 

Scharbauer Student Center (SSC) Room 125 

Midland, Texas 79705 

432-685-4735 

mechellej@midland.edu 

 

For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit the ED.gov Office of Civil Rights 

website, or call 1 (800) 421-3481. 

 

Late Work:  

Late work will not be accepted without instructor approval. The instructor may deduct points 

from late work.   
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:  

  

MC provides services for students with disabilities through Student Services. In order to receive 

accommodations, students must visit www.midland.edu/accommodation and complete the 

Application for Accommodation Services located under the Apply for Accommodations tab. 

Services or accommodations are not automatic, each student must apply and be approved to 

receive them. All documentation submitted will be reviewed and a “Notice of Accommodations” 

letter will be sent to instructors outlining any reasonable accommodations.  

 

Support Our Students:  

 

The Support Our Students (SOS) program helps MC students enrolled in credit courses stay in 

school by assisting them with emergency non-academic needs.  For more information on SOS 

services see the website: https://www.midland.edu/services-resources/student-services/sos.php   

 

Education courses are designed to help students develop several teacher characteristics pertinent 

to becoming successful classroom teachers.  Among those characteristics are punctuality, 

timeliness, preciseness, goal-orientation, and responsibility. In order to help you develop a sense 

of urgency about work which must be done, please be aware that I do not offer extra credit. 

Occasionally, if a student does not understand an assignment (after an initial submission) I will 

ask the student to do the assignment over.  My philosophy regarding extra work is this: “If you 

cannot do the original work assigned in a timely fashion, you cannot do more.” Similarly, 

students who procrastinate in the academic environment often find themselves in situations 

where they cannot catch up.  Working with your professor in these events in a timely manner is 

mailto:mechellej@midland.edu
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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essential. Be advised that late work is penalized (all late work will start at 70%) and grades are 

based upon meeting the spirit of the assignment as well as the basic criteria.  For late work to 

be accepted, you must first conference with me and provide justification for submitting work 

late. 

Scholastic Dishonesty and Academic Misconduct:   

Students are expected to maintain high academic standards, including student responsibility for 

original work. Students will be held accountable for scholastic dishonesty and academic 

misconduct.   

The instructor has the right to enforce any one of the following penalties for scholastic 

dishonesty: 

1. Failure of the assignment; 

2. Failure of the course; 

3. Recommendation for disciplinary action, including institutional suspension or dismissal. 

 

 

Syllabus Changes 

*The Instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus as 

needed. You are responsible for keeping up with those changes. 

Please log in regularly to Canvas to get the most current information. 

Location Changes 

**The Instructor reserves the right to make classroom location 

changes to access technology for instructor/student use. Any location 

change information will be communicated via Canvas e-mail and 

announcements. 

 

Academic Grievance Procedures:  

Procedures for grade appeal can be found in the 2025-26 MC Catalog, Academic 

Responsibilities section.  

 

Course Schedule 

Week Topic:  Out of class activity Due Date: 

1 FAMILY Discussion Posts  

2 FAMILY Family Interview project  

3 Teacher Family Partnerships Parent Teacher Conference 

Agenda 

 

4 Teacher Family Partnerships Parent Interview form  

5 Culture Individual Culture  

https://midland.instructure.com/
http://catalog.midland.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=3648
http://catalog.midland.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=3648
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6 Family Engagement Family Engagement Plan  

7 Community Community Resource 

Project 

 

8  Lab Report  

 

Education Department Chair: Denise McKown-Yorkman, Ed.D. 

PreK Academy and Center for Teaching Excellence (PACT 214) 

432-685-6839 
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